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Who’s
cleaning
your city?

Tony Webb
BY JOYCE NANETTE
JOHNSON
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
The City of St. Petersburg
Sanitation Department’s
trademark beige trucks are
known to navigate down the
streets and alleyways picking up trash in curbside
containers and alley dumpsters with gigantic metallike claws. It is an
enormous
undertaking
with drivers servicing 31
residential routes per workday averaging about 1,200
homes per route.
There are several divisions under the sanitation
department that include
residential, commercial, recycling and the environment. There are a total of
180 staff members that
service 80,000 household
accounts and 6,000 commercial accounts.
“We work hard every
day to keep our city clean
and safe,” said Jeff Donnel,
manager of Recycling Support.
The department removes trash, collects recyclable material, clears
city-owned lots and parks
and keeps debris from
blocking fire, police and
emergency vehicles. These
services are provided to
homes, businesses, parks,
high-traffic areas “and to all
the special events that
make living in St. Petersburg so great.”
See CITY, page 12

Rays honor
Archer as
Clemente
Award
nominee

Dundu Dole African Ballet performed at the daylong celebration of African-American culture
at the Carter G. Woodson African American History Museum Sat., Sept. 24.


BY RAVEN JOY
SHONEL
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Last Saturday, President Barack Obama inaugurated the most
recent addition to the
National Mall in Washington, D.C., the Smithsonian
National
Museum of African
American History and
Culture. Here in St.
Pete,
museumgoers
packed into the Dr.
Carter G. Woodson
African American History Museum to watch
the ceremony on three
large screened televi-

sions and celebrate local
black culture.
Live from the National Mall, President
Obama said: “This national museum helps to
tell a richer and fuller
story of who we are. It
helps us better understand the lives, yes, of
the president but also
the slave, the industrialist but also the porter,
the keeper of the status
quo but also the activist
seeking to overthrow
that status quo.”
And that is exactly
what the Woodson Museum aims to do with
the history of St. Pete.

The museum board
planned a day full of
music, spoken word,
artists’ talks and poetry.
Although much of the afternoon was supposed
to be spent in the beautifully manicured Legacy
Garden,
unexpected
rain caused patrons to
pack into the space to
enjoy the celebration.
“As lovely as this
space that we’re sharing
today is, it’s not a museum,” said board chair
Terri Lipsey-Scott.
She and the museum
board have their sights
set on the Manhattan
Casino as the next loca-

tion for the Carter G.
Woodson African American History Museum.
“That location can be
easily retrofitted to
serve our needs as a
gallery, but most importantly to maintain that
historical context of
what the Manhattan
Casino represent to our
community,”
LipseyScott said.
A petition circulated
the room to show support for relocating the
museum. The almost
500 signatures received
that day signify that the
citizens of St. Pete are in
See MUSEUM, pages 4

From death’s door, to healing others
BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Not only does Pauline
Riley believe in miracles, she believes she is
living proof of them.
Riley, a Nutrametrix
consultant spoke at the
Sistahs of Compassion
monthly cancer support
group last Thursday,
Sept. 22 at the Enoch
Davis Center to tell her
story about surviving a
litany
of
diseases
with Nutrametrix.
The
mother
of
three recalled that she
was always exhausted

and couldn’t sleep at
night, but didn’t know
what was wrong with
her.
Through
the
course of her day, she
was always tired.
“I went to doctors,”
she explained, “and I
was misdiagnosed for
several years.”
It was in 1997 that
she was finally diagnosed with Systemic
Lupus Erythematosus,
a degenerative disorder.
Because the illness by
that point had so ravaged her internal organs, doctors told her
See HEALTH, page 9

Pauline Riley, a Nutrametrix consultant
stopped by the Sistahs of Compassion
monthly cancer support group.

Chris Archer
BY ANDREW CAPLAN
Contributor

ST. PETERSBURG –
Baseball fans know the
name Roberto Clemente.
They may not know he
was a 15-time All-Star, a
league and World Series
MVP, that his career batting
average was .317 or that he
amassed 3,000 hits in his 18year career.
But they know what he
stood for, helping others.
For the past 43 years,
MLB has honored one of its
greatest humanitarians by
giving an annual award in
Clemente’s name to players
who exemplify the same
ideals and community involvement the former Pittsburgh Pirate displayed
throughout his life.
The Roberto Clemente
Award, previously named
the Commissioner’s Award
in 1971-72, allows each of
MLB’s 30 teams to nominate
a player who meet the criteria before a winner is selected at the end of the
season. Some notable past
winners include Pete Rose,
Cal Ripken Jr., Tony Gwynn,
Derek Jeter and David Ortiz.
Last weekend, the
Tampa Bay Rays recognized
its nominee, pitcher Chris
Archer, for all he has done
for bay area kids since
breaking into the majors in
2013. It is the second-consecutive year he has been nominated.
“I feel the reason we are
on this earth is to be a positive influence and to positively impact as many lives
as we can,” Archer said. “I
See RAYS, page 6
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COMMUNITY NEWS
‘EMBRACE’ Anti-Bullying
Prevention production

A place for every student to grow
BY DEMORRIS A. LEE,
MPA

BY AUDREY MCGHEE

Contributor

ST. PETERSBURG —
The EMBRACE Anti-Bullying Prevention stage
production is a non-fiction
drama performed by
Pinellas County high
school youth. It will provide an understanding of
the seriousness of bullying, the hurt and impact
on youth, families and society/community.
The production, which
will take place Thursday,
Oct. 27 at Gibbs High
School, 850 34th St. S, St.
Petersburg from 5:30-8
p.m., is designed to show
the various crucial points
of bullying through narration, acting, theatrical
presentation and fashion
runway.
The plot of the production is centered on bullying incidents at school,
peer pressure, the need
for acceptance, community influences and the effects of social media. It
will attempt to show various types of bullying by
clothing color coordination such as:
• Verbal: Taunting,
teasing, extortion, threats
to include transgender
and peer pressure surrounding auto thefts.
There will be a ballerina

ST. PETERSBURG –
It is the epicenter of the
Maximo
Elementary
campus. It’s a place
where students find comfort and joy and teachers
find resources that help
them to enrich their abilities.
There are books,
computers and quiet
spaces where students
transfer their thoughts to
other universes.
What is this revolutionary place? Why it’s
the school’s media center.
“It’s the focal point of
learning and it’s a very
valuable space,” said Lakisha Falana, Maximo’s
principal. There are
learning resources for
teachers and students
and it’s the nucleus for
our school.”
Falana said Maximo’s
media center is at the
heart of student literacy,
and getting students to
love reading is another element of a school-wide
strategy to improve student achievement. And
that effort, said Myra
Clark, is right inline with
her purpose.

dancing to “Ave Maria”
(fashion scene colors of
blue/white)
• Physical/Aggressio n/ R e lat i o ns hips:
Harm to another, self-esteem, group acceptance to
include human trafficking. There will be a poet
reciting, “You Love Me”
(fashion scene colors of
orange, brown, beige).
• Cyber: Using technology to intimidate or harass another person
(fashion scene colors of
red, gray, black). There
will be a soloist singing
“Precious Lord.”
• Overcome: This is
when one comes to grips
with their fears and overcomes. Youth will be
singing and dancing to
the song “Joyful, Joyful”
from the movie “Sister Act

The Weekly Challenger
 

2” (fashion scene of neon
colors).
A narrator will provide
the bullying statistics
along with the seriousness of this problem,
warning signs and how
we as a community can
overcome. The narrator
will set the stage for each
scene by providing information on the level of bullying being presented as
well as walk the audience
through the scene. Short
videos will be shown
when transitioning from
one scene to another.
The front lobby of the
theater will include several resource tables that
will provide information
and literature on how one
can receive assistance
when dealing with these
issues.







 
 
 
  
 

  


   
    
 

Maximo Elementary Media Specialist
Myra Clark pulls a book from a shelf
in the school’s media center.
Clark, who is Maximo’s media specialist,
said getting students excited about reading is her
dream job.
“I want students to be
excited about reading,”
said Clark, a 32-year educator. “I want them to realize that reading is an
important part of their
lives and that you have to
read everywhere you go
in life. Reading is how
you grow and broaden
your horizon.”
The media center
compliments the classroom library. Every class
at Maximo Elementary
has a small library of
books.
Laura Woods is Pinel-
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las County Schools’ Library Media Program coordinator. She said the
goal is to have 21st century resources in all district media centers so
that there is also access
to technology such as
electronic books. Every
school in the district has
a media center.
“We want what we are
doing to align and enhance what is being
taught in the classroom,”
Woods said.
And at Maximo Elementary, the media center is an integral part of
that alignment and the literacy enhancement of
students.
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best lead the world from racial
antagonism when it accords to
every man, regardless of race,
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fearing no man... the Black Press
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firm belief that all men are hurt
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Midtown by Midtown: From the
People to the Candidates
A community conversation about the real issues affecting Midtown
ST. PETERSBURG —
The University of South
Florida St. Petersburg’s
(USFSP) Neighborhood
News Bureau (NNB) and
The Weekly Challenger, invite the Tampa Bay community to “Midtown by
Midtown: From the People to the Candidates.”
The main goal of this
open forum is to learn directly from the members
of the local African-American community the issues
that actual affect their
lives, inverting the direction of the conversation
with politicians from “topdown” to “grassroots-up.”
The event marks the
inauguration of NNB in its
new Midtown office and
will take place on September 29 at the Enoch Davis
Center from 6 to 8 p.m.
Panelists include Ricardo Davis, president of
the Concerned Organization for Quality Education
of Black Students (CO-

QEBS); Ashley Green,
Labor Organizer at SEIUFL; Watson L. Haynes II,
president and CEO of the
Pinellas County Urban
League; Maria Scruggs,
president of the NAACP’s
St. Petersburg Branch and
Cedric Gordon, former St.
Petersburg Assistant Police Chief. USFSP officials,
including Regional Chancellor Sophia T. Wisniewska, will also join the
occasion.
During the activity, residents of Midtown will
have the opportunity to
comment, ask questions
and raise new issues. NNB
student-reporters will talk
with residents about the
main issues affecting their
lives. They will compile
the information and conduct follow-up interviews
with local and regional
candidates to ask how
they plan to address the issues discussed in the
event.

About NNB
The Neighborhood
News Bureau is a project
developed and maintained
by students and staff at the
University of South Florida
St. Petersburg’s (USFSP)
Department of Journalism
and Media Studies with
the mission of providing
stories about the Midtown
and surrounding communities of St. Petersburg.
About The Weekly
Challenger
For 49 years, The
Weekly Challenger newspaper has been the most
comprehensive source for
gathering, organizing and
presenting news and information to the AfricanAmerican communities of
Tampa Bay. In addition to
in-depth research and
thorough reporting of
local events, The Weekly
Challenger newspaper also
offers complete coverage
of news from state, national and international.

Ashley Green

Cedric Gordon

Maria Scruggs

Watson Haynes II

A call to voters
Dear Editor:
When does one finally
wake up, stand up and
speak up to say, “Enough
is enough?”
How long do we remain idle in our efforts to
change the injustices and
inequalities that we face
on a daily basis living in
today’s society?
When do we take up
the mantle and make it
happen for ourselves,
rather than waiting for the
change to be served to us
on a silver platter?
The harsh reality is
that we cannot afford to
wait any longer.
Pinellas County Supervisor of Elections Deborah Clark did not go
unnoticed in her efforts to
purposely prevent another early voting site
from being opened. This
decision was not only an
insult to the voters who
seek the convenience of
being able to cast their
ballot at the polls; this was
also an insult to democracy itself.
Yes, Pinellas has one
of the highest voter
turnout numbers in the
state, but is that enough?
Yes, Pinellas has succeeded in getting a significantly high number of
constituents registered to
vote by mail, but is that really enough?
When you look beyond all the crumbs we’ve
been fed to “keep us satisfied,” you begin to see the
true meat of the issue:
Pinellas County has failed

Ricardo Davis





 



 
 
 
 







 
  
 
 
  
   
  
 

  





CON N ECT
W ITH US

to meet the needs of the
community.
For far too long we’ve
been too accepting of
mediocre access to our
right to vote. It seems to
me that the Supervisor of
Elections is under the impression that she does not
have to answer to her constituents. She also thinks
that by wooing us with
record vote-by-mail statistics, we will forget that
our request for early voting locations has virtually
been ignored.
Pointing fingers have
gotten us nowhere. And to
be quite honest, neither
have the press conferences. At some point, we
have to begin matching
our words with actions.
The fact still remains
— we are voluntarily suppressing our voice and
our vote by not making a
way out of no way. In the
most crucial election of
our lifetime, it is important that we vote consciously and wisely. It’s
twice as important that we
mobilize collectively to
get our family, neighbors
and church members to
the polls.
If they won’t help us,
we will do what we have
done for generations: We
will get the job done ourselves. But we can’t do it
alone. Our community
must come together to ensure that come this November, we keep our
country safe from bigotry,
misogyny, racism and elitism.

Corey Givens, Jr.
This means putting
egos and agendas aside to
focus on the betterment of
an entire people. We must
utilize our church buses
to get voters to the polls.
Those of us who can must
put on our walking shoes
and canvass our neighborhoods door-to-door, educating and registering
voters. We must tap into
our resources and connect with our local elected
officials to work on effective “get out the vote”
strategies.
Friends, there is
power in numbers. Let’s
stop begging and start demanding! Let’s stop talking about it and start
being about it!
Corey Givens Jr., President
Pinellas County Democratic Black Caucus
The Pinellas County
Democratic Black Caucus
meets at 6:30 p.m. on the
fourth Wednesday of each
month at the Pinellas
County Democratic Party
Headquarters (2250 1st
Ave N, St. Petersburg.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Celebrating black culture
From MUSEUM, page 1

favor of ensuring the integrity of African-American
history and culture.
Signatures
include
those of former Governor
Charlie Crist, State Representative Darryl Rouson
and former Speaker of the
Florida House of Representatives Peter Rudy Wallace.
“Lift every voice St.
Pete as we ask collectively
for those things that matters most to a community
that has been underrepresented and underserved,”
stated Lipsey-Scott, who
said the mayor is aware of
their desire to move the
museum.
The Woodson board of
directors is looking for
more suitable quarters

that are comparable to the
other museums in the city,
and the logical answer was
the Manhattan Casino, the
most historic AfricanAmerican designation in
the city.
“The city touts being an
art and cultural destination, and needless to say
we are rarely apart of that
promotion, said LipseyScott. “We see the most
historically
designated
iconic building in the City
of St. Petersburg and it
stands to reason that the
building might be preserved to further the story
we’d like to tell.”
Built in 1925, the Manhattan Casino was a showcase for local and national
black artist performing in

segregated
St.
Pete.
Greats such as James
Brown, Louis Armstrong,
Fats Waller, Duke Ellington, Count Basie, Lionel
Hampton, Cab Calloway,
Ray Charles, Nat King
Cole, Sarah Vaughn, Fats
Domino and the Ink Spots
graced the stage at this historic site.
The museum board envisions a large space that
can be broken up into several galleries with the ability to have talking tours.
For the downstairs they
would love to see a soul
food restaurant.
“Having the entire cultural experience right
there in the Manhattan.”
So what would become
of the building that they

fought the Pinellas County
Housing Authority so hard
for?
“We’re not looking to
abandon this space because we clearly embrace
it and would love to be able
to use it as a cultural center,” said Lipsey-Scott.
As beautiful as the old
Jordan Park leasing office
is, it is not a museum. The
large wall of windows
poses problems for artist.
According to Lipsey-Scott,
the museum has been
turned down by many
artists not wanting to compromise their work by the
sun.
“You don’t see galleries with windows, think
about it,” she said.
Coming from Savan-

nah, Ga., where there are
three African-American
museums to St. Pete
where there is no true
sense of black history
being celebrated, LipseyScott said she will not remain silent on the issue.
“It’s important to me to
know that we have a place
where we can celebrate.”
The Woodson Museum
touts having more events
than any museum in town;
the only museum that is
debt free, the only museum that does not charge
and what the board is most
proud of is being on the
must-see list of AfricanAmerican museum in the
nation.
In fact, one of the planners of the new Smithson-

ian National Museum of
African American History
and Culture came to the
Woodson, right there in
Jordan Park, to see their
Legacy Garden for inspiration.
“So here we are in St.
Pete where the city touts
the arts and culture and
we’re over here in the front
of an interstate,” said
Lipsey-Scott. “This building represents our history,
but it’s not a museum.”
She said the disparity
with regards to the Woodson versus the others venues
throughout
the
community is glaring.
“The sun doesn’t shine
here; a big cloud is over it.”
More photos on page 10

Charlie Crist with Jordan Bolds

Marques Clark, spoken word artist

Kevin Edwards, spoken word artist

Christopher Clark, spoken word artist

Poet Jonathan Isaac dancing with museumgoer.

Helen Pruitt Wallace, poet laureate of St. Pete

Artist Paul Houzell

CONNECT WITH US!

Gwen Reese

Leatric Lamar, singer
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Honoring a legend
From RAYS, page 1

try to use baseball and my
success in my industry as a
platform to do that, and
hopefully one day I can
reach millions.”
Some of Archer’s efforts
include frequent visits to
children at Johns Hopkins
All Children’s Hospital in St.
Petersburg, popping in at
the Pinellas County Juvenile
Detention Center to offer
guidance and assisting the
Heart Gallery in 2015 to find
a 15-year-old foster child a
permanent home.
Archer has hosted several fundraisers, sponsors
two youth baseball teams
through his organization,
the Archway Foundation,
and has donated tens of
thousands of dollars to local
organizations.
Through his own campaign, his club-record 252
strikeouts last season raised
$18,900 to be split between
Burg Baseball and Tampa
RBI and his 200-plus strikeouts this year will raise a
similar amount.
He has traveled to South
Africa and Taiwan the past

couple years to bring awareness for the sport to youngsters in different countries.
His efforts have gained
him respect around the
league, but more importantly in the locker room.
“I’ve been around here
for three years and every
year he’s doing something,”
said teammate Kevin Kiermaier, while proudly sporting a No. 21 Clemente shirt.
“It kind of blows me away
because I know I couldn’t
handle the workload. It’s our
responsibility to give back to
the community whenever
you can when you’re in our
position. Archer does a
great job with everything he
does off the field.
“It’s going to be hard to
top a Roberto Clemente or
Jackie Robinson, but at the
same time we all get to write
our own little stories.”
Last Friday Archer took
the mound to pitch against
the Boston Red Sox, a day
which celebrated Roberto
Clemente Day.
Although Red Sox designated hitter David Ortiz, the

2011 Clemente Award winner, didn’t field questions
from the general media during pregame, he offered a
private moment in the
dugout to reflect on
Clemente’s legacy, while
congratulating his opponent
on the nomination.
“The Roberto Clemente
Award, everyone already
knows what it’s all about,”
Ortiz said. “When you talk
about Roberto Clemente,
you’re talking about history.
You’re talking about someone that left everything out
on the field and ended up
passing away trying to do
something for some others.”
Clemente
embodied
everything a sport could ask
of someone; not only was a
star, he used his platform to
give back to those less fortunate.
Up until a plane crash,
which claimed his life,
Clemente was still trying to
help others.
On New Year’s Eve in
1972, Clemente was aboard
a flight to bring aid to earthquake victims in Nicaragua,

Archer routinely visits RBI Chapters in road cities to talk with the youth.

a place he visited weeks
prior. He previously sent
three shipments, but suspected they were taken by
profiteers. To ensure the
shipment wasn’t diverted
again, Clemente and three
others went to deliver it in
person.
The fourth care package, however, never made it
either. Clemente’s plane experienced mechanical failure and crashed into the
Atlantic Ocean shortly after
takeoff, killing the crew.
Clemente’s body was
never found. He was 38.
Like Archer, Red Sox
outfielder Brock Holt was
nominated
back-to-back
years as well. Holt came up
in the Pirates organization
and said he remembers
hearing
and
seeing
Clemente’s name often.
“We don’t do the stuff off
the field for recognition or
accolades,” Holt said. “But
to get nominated with anything with his name on it is
a huge honor.”
Ortiz, who is retiring at
the end of the season, said

Roberto Clemente
he is proud of both Holt and
Archer and added that players have the responsibility
to extend their giving ways
even after they hang it up.
The weekend also
marked Ortiz’s last trip to
Tropicana Field before he
retires at season’s end. Although he admires Archer,
he showed no remorse during the game when he
blasted a two-run home run

off the nominee in the first
inning, hitting the D-ring
catwalk, which also won the
game.
“Us as players, we dedicate our time off the field to
do things for the community,” he said. “So that’s
something that, to me, is
never going to end.”
Contact reporter Andrew
Caplan on Twitter @AACaplan.

Archer at a reading session in St. Pete.

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 29, 2016

7

COMMUNITY NEWS

Public Notice

PCUL to host 38th annual Equal Opportunity Day Dinner
The Pinellas County Urban League will host its
38th annual Equal Opportunity Day dinner
at 5:30 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 1 at the Tropicana Field,
1 Tropicana Drive, St. Petersburg.
Honorees for the event are:
Corporate Award: R. Alexander Glenn, Duke Energy
Business & Industry Award: Dr. William D. Law, Jr.,
St. Petersburg College
President’s Award: Special honoree

Proposal to mount antenna for new educational low power
FM station at 1245 18TH Ave. S., St Petersburg, FL, has been
submitted to the Federal Communications Commission
(FCC). The antenna will be mounted adjacent to the existing
building at that location with no aviation obstruction lighting
at a height of 16.7 meters above the ground. Application
may be reviewed by going to www.fcc.gov/asr/application and
entering the Form 854 File Number A1047873. Requests
for Environmental Review of the proposed structure
may be submitted to the FCC. Instructions for making
online filings, preferred by the FCC, can be found at
www.fcc.gov/environmentalrequest. Requests can be filed
by mail at the following address: FCC Requests for
Environmental Review, Attn: Ramon Williams,
445 12th Street SW, Washington DC, 20554.




Ticket prices are $175.00 per person or $1,500.00 for a table of eight.
To purchase tickets or a table for this event, please visit www.pcul.org
or call the Urban League at (727) 327-2081 x104.





The gala will feature:
Complimentary beer & wine
Cash bar 7-9 p.m.
6 food service stations
VIP reception
DJ & live music by Shawn Brown & Friends
Silent auction
Raffle
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SYLVIA J. TAYLOR P.A.
ATTORNEY & COUNSELOR AT LAW
Specializing In Real Estate Closings,
Refi’s and Probate

1900 Main Street, Suite 750
Sarasota, FL 34238
(941) 309-5188
Fax (941) 309-5201
sylviajtaylorpa@cs.com

BE SURE
TO CHECK
OUT OUR
‘WEBSITE!

 

 


 




ARE YOU HAVING TROUBLE
CONTROLLING THE WAY YOU EAT?

CALL FOR H ELP
727-724-6292 (PAT)
FOOD ADDICTS
IN RECOVERY
ANONYMOUS
OR VISIT OUR
WEBSITE

www.foodaddicts.org

LOOK NO FURTHER
FOR CHURCH SUPPLIES
Communion Items • Choir Robes
Bulletins • Bibles • Sunday School books
Gospel CDs / DVDs and so much more

Reader’s Choice Book & Gift Store
4341 34th St. S., St. Petersburg
(Next to Skyway Mall)

TheWeeklyChallenger.com

(727) 867-3696
Open: Mon. - Sat. 10 am - 6:30 pm




Call TODAY for an appointment

Phone: 727-894-1734
2500 9th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705
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Please join us in recognizing and celebrating our

Heart Attack & Stroke Survivors
Come hear from a medical expert on the warning
signs and symptons of heart attacks and stroke.
No cost. Donations only. All proceeds will go to the
American Heart Association.
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HEALTH & BEAUTY
Healing your body naturally
From HEALTH page 1

she would only live 10
years at the most. She was
also diagnosed with fibromyalgia and cardiovascular disease.
Riley decided to accept
his devastating news and
go about her life without
taking any medication
for it, except herbal supplements.
“After about a year of
that,” she said, “it was devastating for me, completely devastating.”
Riley’s organs had
been damaged even more
in that yearlong span, and
she was forced to go on a
host of medications—pain
sleeping
pills,
pills,
steroids, immunosuppressant drugs and all kinds of
vitamins. She was even in
chemotherapy. Nothing
worked for her.
But she refused to accept the fact that she was
going to leave her children in 10 years. She
started taking care of herself, eating right and even
visited other countries
seeking aid from naturopathic physicians. Even all
this was to no avail.
A few years after these
illnesses had taking their
toll, she was almost completely incapacitated.
“Some days I didn’t
know what day of the
week it was, some days I
didn’t know if it was light
outside or dark outside.
I’m totally bedridden at
this point,” she said.
She was on dialysis
once a week and had to
eventually stop working.
She experience pain
seizures that were so bad
her body would be “red
and hot like fire” and if
someone touched her she
would scream, she said.

This intense pain sometimes lasted for days at a
time, sometimes even for
Only
intraweeks.
venous morphine treatments provided the relief
for these seizures. She felt
herself getting weaker and
weaker.
She experienced a
heart attack and 10 days
later she had another one.
The attack had damaged
the vessel in the back of
her heart, and she desperately needed and operation to have any hope of
surviving. Doctors told
her there was a very slim
chance she would make it
and asked Riley if she
wanted to take that
chance.
“I looked at my children and said, ‘I have to
take it for my kids,’” she
remarked. “And I went
into surgery and I put it in
God’s hands.”
Riley made it. The
night after the surgery
while she lay recovering,
she experienced cardiopulmonary arrest and
doctors rushed to save her
life again. Eventually she
went home, but her condition got worse and worse.
After repeated trips to
the hospital where normally Riley would stay a
day or two after treatments, one day a doctor
told her simply that they
were going to let her go
home. On his way out of
the room, Riley overheard
him tell a nurse that if she
lived another four months,
it’d be a miracle.
Riley felt she was
ready. She was tired of living like this. She left the
hospital.
“I said, ‘Ok, I’m going
home and I’m not going

back,’” she said.
The next day after she
returned home, her husband was leaving for work
but before he departed he
asked Riley something he
had never asked her before. He asked her not to
die today.
“Because he asked me
that, I said, ‘Well, I’ve got
to hold on.’”
Later in the afternoon
when her husband returned, he excitedly told
Riley about a meeting with
a woman who sold isotonic
vitamins that perhaps
could help. At this point,
Riley didn’t want to try
anything else; she just
wanted to be left alone.
Her mother and husband
convinced her that it
couldn’t
hurt.
Riley
agreed.
As the woman explained how her vitamins
worked, Riley realized
they were different from
any other vitamins she had
known. Riley made the
connection between the
isotonic intravenous solutions she received in the
hospital and the isotonic
vitamins the consultant
mentioned. This piqued
her interest.
She was also told that
the vitamin formula could
be customized to individual needs. Riley agreed to
give them a try, but was
still skeptical that they
would work.
Everything you eat and
drink, including nutritional
supplements, must be
made isotonic before passing into your small intestine
where is can be absorbed.
Isotonic means having the
same fluid pressure as your
other bodily fluids, such as
blood and tears.

Pauline Riley with the
Sistahs of Compassion monthly cancer support group.
In the time that it takes
for most pills and capsules
to disintegrate, and their
contents to dissolve and
transform to the proper
isotonic state, much of
their activity is lost.
After beginning the
regimen she continued to
feel weak, and even had to
be helped getting out of
bed and going into the
bathroom. After a couple
months, she was at one of
her dialysis treatments
when her urologist, white
as a sheet, came rushing
into the room where Riley
sat waiting for test results. Riley braced for the
worst.
She was told her kidneys had gone up 10 percent in function. All she
had done differently, she
thought, was take those vitamins. She was astounded. After another
four months, her kidneys

went up another eight percent in function. By eight
months her kidneys were
at 80 percent and she no
longer needed to be on
dialysis.
“Within a year,” she
said, “I was no longer having pain, I was no longer
going to the hospital for intravenous morphine treatments, I was no longer on
15 different medications, I
was no longer on 30 different vitamins. I had my life
back. Not only did I have
my life back, I had quality
of life because now I could
take care of my family, I
could take care of myself,
now I could live like anybody else.”
It’s been nine years,
she added, saying she has
not been hospitalized with
lupus, heart disease, or
anything else.
“Every time I relive it,”
she said, “I just know what

a miracle is.”
The Nutrametrix regimen can be customized
through a health analysis,
or can even be customized
based on a person’s DNA.
The very high quality, all
natural vitamins get into a
person’s unique system in
a matter of minutes, and
the body absorbs them.
“That’s the reason we
customize,” Riley said. “To
make sure you’re getting
exactly what you need for
your situation. Nothing
more, nothing less. And if
you don’t need something,
it doesn’t suggest it. It’s
not about money it’s about
wellness. It’s about helping people get well, stay
well and live happy,
healthy lives.”
If you would like to try
Nutrametrix, please call
Riley for a free consultation at 727-827-2194 or 727710-8525.
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Over 37 Years in Tampa Bay

Specializing In:
Painting • Drywall • Flooring • Plumbing • Windows
Roofing • Soffit & Fascia Cabinets • Kitchen & Bath
Garage & Porch Rehabilitation • Custom Home Remodeling
Approved Rehabilitation Contractor for: City of Tampa, Hillsborough County,
City of St. Petersburg, Pinellas County and Polk County

Call MICHAEL REEVES - Phone/Fax 813-238-6197
Email: reevesbuilding@verizon.net • www.ReevesBuilding.com
Licenses:

CFC025588

CCC1326860

CBC1251478






“A Good Education
Begins With Good VISION”
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COMMUNITY NEWS
PHOTOS By Indhira Suero Acosta
Neighborhood News Bureau

Chief’s Creole Café celebrates history
BY SHAWN LEUNG KIU
FOK
Neighborhood News Bureau

ST. PETERSBURG —
Right next door to the
Carter
G.
Woodson
African American History
Museum, more than 50
people gathered at Chief’s
Creole Café last Saturday
to celebrate the grand
opening of the National
Museum of African American History and Culture
(NMAAHC).
The Smithsonian Institution’s latest museum in
Washington D.C is a milestone in U.S. history. The

event was also a commemoration of the 1968 black
sanitation workers strike
in St. Petersburg, one of
the most significant moments of the Civil Rights
Movement in the city.
“Seeing the opening of
the National Museum and
seeing the picture of my father leading the Strike
here locally were the best
moments at the restaurant
this morning because both
made an impact on the life
of people, locally and nationally,” Abdul Karim Ali,
son of Joe Savage, the
leader of the St. Petersburg Strike, said. “We

Elihu Brayboy (left) invited all participants
to hold each other’s hands and say a
prayer at the end of the event.

Former Governor Charlie Crist (center)
summarized the historical moment after the
live-stream of the opening ceremony.

have to understand that
the price was paid yesterday for us to be here today.
We also must pay a price
for those who will come
after us.”
As President Obama
spoke at the opening in
D.C., people in the restaurant applauded.
“The best history helps
us recognize the mistakes
that we’ve made and the
dark corners of the human
spirit that we need to
guard against. A cleareyed view of history can
make us uncomfortable,
and shake us out of familiar narratives. But it is pre-

cisely because of that discomfort that we learn and
grow and harness our collective power to make this
nation more perfect,” the
president said as people in
the room nodded and
cheered.
Elihu Brayboy, the organizer of the event and
the owner of Chief’s Creole Café, said that he was
inspired by a customer
who made him aware that
he could carry the opening of the museum live.
“Then we, in turn, contacted Mr. Joe Savage’s
family members and asked
them if they would con-

People gathered at Chief’s Creole Café to
watch the live-stream of the opening ceremony
of the Smithsonian African American Museum.

sider doing the presentation about local St. Petersburg’s race relationship,”
Brayboy said.
“Just to see all of the
faces, black, white, old,
young here this morning.
That’s the best moment of
this event,” Brayboy said.
He added that he wanted
to introduce the Afro-centric food to the new customers,
which
were
crawfish fritters, gumbo,
shrimp and grits and the
New
Orleans
style
beignets.
One of the participants,
Marleen O’Connor, said
that she liked the story

about the four-month
union workers’ strike and
how they made it through.
“Black workers and white
workers. I’m a strong believer in union rights. And
they succeeded. That was
a very powerful message,”
she said.
Former
Governor
Charlie Crist summarized
the historical moment saying, “I would call this the
day of justice. By the opening of this incredible museum, we celebrate as
Americans our proud heritage and future.”

Abdul Karim Ali (center), son of the community
leader Joe Savage, talked about the 1968 black
sanitation workers strike in St. Petersburg.

The owners of Chief’s Creole Café, Elihu Brayboy (1st
right) and his wife Carolyn Brayboy (2nd right), watched
the opening ceremony with the participants.

Carolyn Brayboy, Chief’s Creole Café
owner, greeted the customers before
the event started.
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‘The sanitation department is here for the people of
St. Pete, just call.’
From CITY, page 1

Residents can contact
the sanitation department
to pick up old furniture,
household appliances that
can include televisions,
washers and dryers, mattresses and even tires and
batteries. There are no
additional fees because
the cost of residential sanitation is already included
in your monthly city utility bill.
There are many other
services that the sanitation department performs, including the
removal of graffiti and
snipe signage, the operation and maintaining of
free mulch program, recycling drop-off centers,
five brush sites and
chemical and hazardous
material drop off site.
Some of the lesserknown free services include rodent control,
dead animal pick up and
cleaning debris from alleyways, said Assistant
Director of Sanitation

Lynn Arthur.
A-24-year veteran of
the department, Arthur is
proud of the work that
they do because sometimes unattended debris
can become a safety
issue.
Director of Sanitation,
Benjamin Shirley has
been with the department
for 45 years and feels that
if the community would
personally address some
issues it would help to elevate their community
and environment.
One of the issues he
discussed is absentee
landlords that are only interested in collecting rent
and do not have a vested
interest in the upkeep of
the property. Shirley is an
advocate of the neighborhood associations, where
many of the meetings
have community police
officers and code enforcement agents on hand.
“Years ago we had
neighborhood cleanups

and we provide free containers,” said Shirley.
Tony Webb has been
with the department
since 2006, and rose
through the ranks to become sanitation inspector,
II. His job takes him into
direct contact with the
people of the city.
“I’m a liaison between
the city and the folks of
St. Pete,” Webb stated.
He’s trying to get the
word out that while we
are in hurricane season
there are additional free
collections of debris that
can be collected after a
storm within a certain
time frame.
“The sanitation department is here for the
people of St. Pete, just
call.”
Residents can contact
the sanitation department
at (727) 893-7398 to
arrange for any of these
services or to have any
sanitation/recycling
questions answered.

L-R, Tony Webb, Lynn Arthur and Jeff Donnel

MT Pilgrim M.B.C. Presents its

7th Annual Veterans Day in the Park Celebration
When: Saturday, November 12 • Time: 11 am – 3 pm
Place: Childs Park Recreation Center
4301 13th Ave. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33705
Veterans Day is celebrated nationwide as a day to honor our veterans, service men
and women, past and present. We at Mt Pilgrim MBC along with other community
churches would like to recognize the veterans in our community by showing our
appreciation for their service and giving back to the community with a family and friends
fun day. The event includes; guess speakers, games, prizes, health screening for vets
and their family, information to help veterans, free haircuts, gospel choirs,
ROTC drill team, Praise dancers, healthy activities to participate in and plenty of food.
So come join us in celebrating and honoring our veterans and their families
on this Veterans Day for serving our country and the sacrifice
their families had to endure as our veterans served.
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Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.
Come Worship With the First Baptist Family







  








  

  

 




  



 
 

    
  
   
  
    






Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.
  




 


  










Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.



Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.







 
  


Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.


Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.




  




 

 

      
  
  








 

Victory Christian Center Church







   
 
  
 
 

  

1601 49th Street South
Gulfport, FL 33707
727.898.5571
Worship
Sunday
   
10:30 a.m.
  

BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567



SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.
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SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
 
 

 
   
 
   
  

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015



THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.





House of Prayer
Rev. Chambers, Spirtulaist
Help with all problems of life

60 years experience

727-289-2078
Help bring you back to the Lord

Without Walls International Church
Senior Pastor, Randy White
Sundays at 9:00am and 11:00am
Thursdays and 7:00pm
4414 N. Grady Ave Tampa, FL 33614
www.withoutwalls.org 813-879-HOPE

CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark MBC
The St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church, its pastor, the Reverend Brian K.
Brown, its official staff of
Deacons and Trustees, and
the entire congregation, extends to the community at
large, its wish that there
would be an overflowing of
God’s blessings upon their
lives. St. Mark is grounded
in a Christ-centered doctrine
that has as its central core,
the belief that we are a
haven of hope, help, and
healing for a lost world hungry and thirsty for the word
of God. At St. Mark, we as a
body of believers are Christians willing to work and
partner in unity, praising
God for the awesome gift of

His son, Jesus Christ.
Events for the Month of
September, 2016
Sept 30
St. Mark Business Meeting
at 7:00 p.m.
Sunday school held for
both children and adults of
all ages. Sunday school
starts each Sunday morning
at 9:30 a.m. All are invited to
come out and join us.
Young Adult Ministry
(YAMS) Every Sunday: 9:30
a.m.
Baptist Training Union
is each Sunday: 5:00 p.m.
Members and the general
public are invited to come
out to study the Bible with
us, and learn “What Baptists
Believe”.

Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held
every Tuesday at 6:00 p.m.
Children in the community
are welcomed to join us.
Mime/Praise Dance Rehearsal on Sundays: 2:004:00 p.m.
Sunday School Teachers’ Meeting is held every
Tuesday: 7:00 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held every
Wednesday: 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and
Bible Study every Wednesday evening: 7:00 p.m.
Children Youth Ministry
Bible Study 1st & 3rd
Wednesday of each month:
7:30 p.m.

Friendship MBC
INVITATION SUNDAY AT
THE SHIP - The Friendship
Missionary Baptist Church,
which is often referred to as
“THE SHIP”, will hold their regular Worship Sunday Services
at 7:45 am, 10:45 am and Sunday
Church School at
9:30
am.“WEDNESDAY IN THE
WORD” NOON DAY FROM
12:00 NOON UNTIL 1:00 PM
(THE BEST ONE HOUR OF
YOUR DAY) AND “PRAYER &
WEDNESDAY IN THE WORD”
ALONG WITH “YOUTH ENRICHMENT” AT 7:00 PM –
THE COMMUNITY IS WELCOMED TO JOIN US -- YOU
DON'T WANT TO MISS ANY
OF OUR “WEDNESDAY
IN
THE WORD” STUDIES IN
GOD'S WORD. The public is
welcome to attend Sunday Services anytime – you will find that
all services place great emphasis on our Savior Jesus Christ
and His loving atonement for all
mankind. The Pastor, Dr. John
A. Evans, Sr., Official Family
and the entire Church Family
extend to you a cordial invita-

tion to join “THE SHIP” in fellowship.
September at the Ship
September 26, 2016 at 7:00
pm – 19/39 Pastor and First
Family Appreciation Celebration Committee Meeting, Committee Members and any
interested Friendship Member
desiring to be a part of this
Committee are asked to be
present and on time.
September 30, 2016 at 7:00
pm – Rev. Craig Oliver, Pastor of
Elizabeth Baptist Church in Atlanta, GA will be the Special
Guest Preacher, DR. K.
Bernard Parrott, Host Gospel
Music Workshop Presentation.
OCTOBER WEDNESDAY
NIGHT LIVE, TRIBE OF DAN,
GET READY, SEE YOUR CAPTAINS: BRO. RONNIE & SIS.
LISA CRUM, SIS. SANDRA
MILLER, SIS. ERMA SCANTLING. THE NURSES GUILD
MINISTRY ALONG WITH
THE TRIBE OF DAN WILL BE
RESPONSIBLE FOR THE
FAMILY LOVE FELLOWSHIP
DINNER.

HAS
EVERYONE
IN
YOUR HOME STARTING AT
AGE 16 AND BEYOND REGISTERED TO VOTE? DEADLINE TO REGISTER FOR THE
NOVEMBER 8, 2016 ELECTION IS
OCTOBER 11, 2016
“THE SHIP” won't sail without YOU! For additional information on any of the
announcements, please contact
us by the following methods:
Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church 3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, 33712 Church
Office: (727) 906-8300 E-Mail:
fmbc3300@verizon.net
NOW “LIVE STREAMING”: Visit Our Website:
www.fmbctheship.net Visit Our
FACEBOOK PAGE Visit West
Coast Baptist District Association Website: www.expericencethecoast.com
NEED A RIDE TO
CHURCH? Call our Transportation Ministry – (727) 9068300 – MONDAY – FRI. FROM
9 AM - 3 PM.

Pastor’s Corner

BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER
Unity of Midtown

I AM Lord
Scripture – “These shall
make war with the Lamb,
and the Lamb shall overcome them: for he is Lord of
lords (1 Timothy 6:15).”
Denial – “I have no issues with submission to
godly authority.”
Affirmation – “I AM
lord.”
Lord is general term for
a ruler, one who has power
and authority. True power really has little to do with lording over others (1 Peter 5:3).
Divine authority is not about
ruling other people; it is
about empowering ourselves
to be our best selves and to

live our best lives.
Jesus is the greatest example of person maximizing
his divine potential. That’s
why he is called Lord of
lords. Through his words
and his life experiences, we
gain principles and practices
to be lords in the earth,
today. Being Lord, did not
make Jesus full of unhealthy
pride or ego driven. He was
still able to submit to the
rules, the regulations as well
as the policies and procedures that other lords had
set (Matthew 22:21).
When I affirm that I AM
lord, I AM saying that I have

all the power necessary to
finish a task or accomplish a
goal. When I declare that I
AM lord, it also means that
no outside person or force or
challenge can stop me from
fulfilling my vision or making my dreams come true.
Being lord empowers me to
complete my divine assignment and to fulfill the purpose for which I came to this
earth. As a lord, I lead when
I AM called to lead and I follow when I AM supposed to
follow.
Reflection Question –
What do you think about
being called to be lord?

REVIVAL!
Singing! Prayer!
Preaching!
Breaking Bread!
Sept. 26, 27, 28 & 30
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday 6:30 - 8:30 PM
BETHEL COMMUNITY BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 54th Ave. S., St. Petersburg
Rev. Dr. Manuel Sykes, Pastor
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